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Is	your	iPhone	getting	blown	up	with	spammy	messages?	Then	you	should	probably	update	to	iOS	13	if	you	haven’t	already.	iOS	13	includes	a	couple	of	new	tools	for	blocking	junk	emails	and	robocalls,	and	carries	over	the	iMessage	blocking	options	from	iOS	12.	These	make	it	easy	to	filter	out	unwanted	messages	at	the	source—whether	from	specific
contacts	or	en	masse.	Even	better,	any	numbers	or	email	addresses	you	block	from	an	iPhone	will	be	blocked	on	your	other	Apple	devices	as	well.	Here’s	how:Blocking	unwanted	email	First,	you	can	block	specific	contacts	from	the	iOS	Mail	app	by	opening	a	message	and	tapping	the	sender’s	email	address.	Tap	“Block	This	Contact”	button.Next,	go	to
Settings	>	Mail	and	turn	on	“Ignore	Blocked	Senders.”	You	can	also	go	to	Settings	>	Mail	>	Blocked	to	add	to/manage	your	list	of	blocked	contacts.Blocking	unknown	callersGo	to	Settings	>	phone	and	turn	on	“Silence	Unknown	Callers.”	This	disables	ringing	and	notifications	for	calls	from	unknown	numbers	which	should	cut	down	on	spam	and
robocalls,	but	be	aware	this	could	also	block	important	calls	from	numbers	you	don’t	have	saved.	It	would	be	smart	to	turn	this	off	if	you’re	expecting	an	important	phone	call	from	a	number	you	don’t	know	or	don’t	have	saved.Blocking	iMessage	contactsWhile	you’ve	technically	been	able	to	block	contacts	in	iMessage	since	iOS	12,	the	method	for
blocking	is	quite	similar	to	blocking	email	addresses	and	phone	numbers.	Under	Settings	>	Messages,	turn	on	“Filter	unknown	senders.”	Just	be	mindful	that	this	will	prevent	you	from	seeing	messages	from	all	unknown	senders,	much	like	when	blocking	unknown	numbers,	so	be	careful	about	when	you	have	this	setting	enabled,	and	be	sure	to	check
your	folder	of	filtered	messages	if	you’re	expecting	to	hear	from	someone.	Tap	the	Gmail	icon	to	open	the	app.	Go	to	the	menu	button	and	select	Settings	>	Add	account.	In	the	Set	up	email	screen,	choose	Google.In	the	Gmail	sign-in	screen,	enter	an	existing	Gmail	address	and	select	Next	or	select	Create	account	and	follow	the	prompts.Enter	your
credentials	and	information	as	prompted.	In	the	Gmail	Settings,	the	new	account	is	listed	below	your	previous	account.	This	article	explains	how	to	configure	multiple	Gmail	accounts	on	an	Android.	It	includes	information	on	why	you	might	want	to	have	multiple	Gmail	accounts.	Instructions	in	this	article	apply	to	Android	2.2	and	above	and	should
work	with	any	Android	phone.	Gmail	is	Google's	free	email	service	that	does	much	more	than	send	and	receive	email.	If	you	have	more	than	one	Gmail	account,	you	can	configure	an	Android	smartphone	to	use	all	of	them.	Adding	one	or	more	additional	Gmail	accounts	to	your	Android	phone	is	a	straightforward	process.	Tap	the	Gmail	icon	on	the
phone's	home	screen	or	find	it	in	the	application	list.	In	the	upper-left	corner	of	Gmail,	tap	the	menu	button	to	display	additional	options.	Scroll	to	the	bottom	of	the	menu,	then	tap	Settings.	In	the	Settings	page,	tap	Add	account.	In	the	Set	up	email	page,	choose	Google.	The	phone	takes	a	few	seconds	to	load,	and	depending	on	its	security,	prompts
you	for	a	password.	That's	because	you're	adding	a	second	Google	account	to	the	phone	by	adding	this	email	address.	When	it's	done,	the	Gmail	sign-in	screen	appears.	Either	enter	the	existing	Gmail	address	or	select	Create	account	at	the	bottom	of	the	page.	If	you	enter	an	existing	Gmail	address,	press	Next	to	continue.	Follow	the	on-screen	steps
to	enter	your	credentials	and	other	necessary	information.	When	you're	done,	the	Gmail	Settings	appears.	The	new	account	is	listed	below	your	previous	account.	After	you	add	the	second	account,	both	of	the	Gmail	accounts	are	linked	to	your	Android	phone,	and	you	can	send	and	receive	emails	from	either	of	the	accounts	as	needed.	There	are	many
reasons	to	have	more	than	one	Gmail	account.	Having	separate	accounts	is	one	way	to	separate	personal	email	accounts	from	work	email	accounts	to	preserve	a	work-life	balance.	This	way,	you	can	go	on	vacation	and	ignore	your	work	email	account	while	staying	in	contact	with	friends	and	family.	A	separate	Gmail	account	can	be	used	for	non-
essential	email,	for	example,	to	sign	up	for	promotions	or	other	marketing-related	programs	such	as	newsletters,	sale	alerts,	promotional	emails,	and	sweepstakes	registrations.	When	you	give	your	email	address	to	these	sources,	they	send	lots	of	messages.	If	that	promotion	or	sweepstakes	sells	your	email	address	and	information	to	another
legitimate	organization	for	marketing	purposes,	your	inbox	is	going	to	fill	with	even	more	messages.	Finally,	less	reputable	sources	of	spam	can	obtain	your	email	address,	and	the	result	is	a	lot	of	junk	email.	With	a	separate	Gmail	account,	these	messages	are	collected	in	one	place,	away	from	your	important	personal	or	work	email	inboxes.	You	can
choose	to	ignore	that	account	and	avoid	sifting	through	the	junk	to	find	important	messages.	Gmail	also	provides	filtering	help	with	email	messages,	so	even	in	your	marketing	and	promotional	email	account,	spam	and	junk	mail	can	be	separated	from	those	newsletter	and	sale	promotions	you	are	interested	in.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the
Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Knowing	how	to	block	a	phone	number	on	Android	will	certainly	prove	useful	if	you're	constantly	receiving	spam	and	promotional	text	messages	or	calls	from	an	unwanted	person,As	of	right	now,	Android	is	the	most-used	operating	system	in	the	world	—	rivaling	Apple's	iOS	—	with	over
2.5	billion	active	users	spanning	over	190	countries.	So	if	you're	among	the	many	Android	users	trying	to	figure	out	a	way	to	block	a	phone	number	on	your	smartphone,	we've	got	you	covered.Whether	you're	a	novice	Android	user	or	one	of	those	few	lucky	users	who	hasn't	had	to	consider	blocking/reporting	a	certain	phone	number	until	now,	this	is
one	of	the	most	common	practices	for	the	majority	of	smartphone	users.	Simply	put,	by	blocking	a	phone	number,	you	restrict	the	person	(or	AI	bot)	behind	it	from	contacting	you	at	all.	This	means	that	no	calls	and	text	messages	will	go	through	to	your	phone	from	a	blocked	sender.	However,	you	can	still	contact	a	blocked	phone	number	through	a
phone	call	and	the	recipient	should	be	able	to	answer	your	call.	Below,	we've	prepared	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	block	a	phone	number	on	Android	through	both	the	Phone	app	and	your	Contacts	list.	Keep	in	mind	that	at	the	time	of	writing,	we	were	using	a	Samsung	Galaxy	A20e.	It's	also	worth	noting	that	some	screenshot	elements	were
blurred/covered	for	privacy	purposes.1.	First,	locate	and	tap	on	the	Phone	app	icon	in	the	main	menu.(Image	credit:	Samsung)2.	Next,	tap	on	the	three-dot	icon,	which	should	appear	on	the	right-hand	side	of	the	screen.(Image	credit:	Samsung)3.	Go	ahead	and	tap	the	Settings	option	in	the	drop-down	menu	as	shown	below.(Image	credit:	Samsung)4.



Next,	select	the	"Block	numbers"	option.	And	if	you're	trying	to	protect	yourself	from	spam,	make	sure	to	check	our	guide	on	how	to	block	and	report	spam	text	messages	for	more	guidance.(Image	credit:	Samsung)5.	At	this	stage,	you	can	turn	on	a	feature	that	blocks	any	unknown	or	private	numbers	by	toggling	the	grey	icon.	To	block	a	new	number
you	can	either:	type	in	the	number	manually,	select	one	from	the	"Recent"	calls/text	messages,	or	from	your	Contacts	list.	If	you're	doing	the	former,	make	sure	to	tap	"Done"	and	"+"	to	finalize	the	process.(Image	credit:	Samsung)Congratulations!	You're	all	done.	You	can	remove	a	blocked	number	at	any	time	by	tapping	the	"-"	icon	right	next	to	it.
(Image	credit:	Samsung)1.	First,	locate	and	tap	on	the	Contacts	app	from	the	main	menu.(Image	credit:	Samsung)2.	Next,	select	a	person	that	you'd	like	to	block	from	your	Contacts	list.(Image	credit:	Samsung)3.	Go	ahead	and	tap	on	the	three-dot	icon,	which	should	appear	on	the	bottom	right	part	of	your	screen.(Image	credit:	Samsung)4.	Next,	tap
the	"Block	Contact"	option	in	the	drop-down	menu.(Image	credit:	Samsung)5.	Almost	there!	Confirm	your	choice	by	tapping	"Block"	in	the	pop-up	window.	Got	it?	Alright,	you're	all	done.	You	can	remove	a	number	from	your	blocked	list	at	any	time	by	tapping	the	three-dot	icon	and	selecting	"Unblock	contact."(Image	credit:	Samsung)More:	Best
Android	VPN	available	right	nowToday's	best	Samsung	Galaxy	S21	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)	Spam	and	telemarketing	calls	are	super	annoying.	But	you	can	block	them	from	your
phone.	Flashpop/Getty	Images	Getting	unwanted	phone	calls	can	totally	disrupt	your	day.	And	answering	repeated	calls	from	telemarketers	or	robocallers	is	a	waste	of	time.	While	you	can	certainly	stop	answering	the	phone,	or	download	call-blocking	apps	such	as	Nomorobo,	there's	another	way	to	handle	the	problem.	One	way	you	can	cut	down	on
these	unwanted	calls	is	to	block	the	offending	phone	numbers	from	calling	you	again.	Most	phones	include	a	call-blocking	feature.	How	you	block	a	number	depends	on	the	type	of	phone	you	have.	To	help	you	figure	out	how	to	block	a	number	with	your	phone,	we've	broken	it	down	by	the	most	common	phone	systems	in	use	today.	Blocking	a	number
on	an	iPhone	is	fairly	straightforward.	And	you	can	block	incoming	voice	calls,	or	via	FaceTime	or	the	Messages	app.	Here's	how:	After	a	call	comes	in,	tap	the	"i"	icon	next	to	the	phone	number	(or	contact)	you	wish	to	block.	Scroll	all	the	way	down	and	select	"Block	this	Caller"	to	complete	the	process.	If	you	prefer	to	just	avoid	unwanted	calls
outright,	you	can	also	silence	calls	from	unknown	callers.	To	do	this,	go	to	"Settings"	and	select	"Phone"	and	turn	on	"Silence	Unknown	Callers."	This	option	will	send	calls	from	phone	numbers	that	aren't	in	your	contacts	directly	to	voicemail.	Considering	how	Android	is	open	to	customization,	blocking	a	number	can	vary	depending	on	the	device	and
manufacturer.	In	general,	devices	running	the	most	current	version	of	Android	can	block	numbers	by	selecting	a	phone	number	from	a	contact's	page.	When	selecting	a	phone	number,	hold	down	on	the	selection	to	bring	up	a	drop-down	menu.	From	here,	select	"Block/report	spam"	to	block	the	number.	From	a	contact's	page,	just	click	on	the	ellipsis
icon	at	the	top	of	the	page.	Then,	select	"Block	Number"	from	the	drop-down	menu.	Since	landlines	don't	have	all	the	features	of	smartphones,	the	process	for	blocking	phone	numbers	is	dependent	on	third	parties.	That	means	you	can	either	go	through	your	phone	provider	or	buy	a	call-blocking	device.	However,	provider	offers	can	vary	greatly.
Some	providers	may	have	services	for	blocking	calls,	while	others	may	send	suspicious	calls	directly	to	voicemail.	Your	best	bet	is	to	discuss	the	options	with	your	phone	company	to	find	out	what	they	offer.	If	you'd	prefer	not	to	go	through	your	phone	provider,	installing	a	call-blocking	device	might	be	worth	considering.	These	small	devices	use	a
directory	of	scam	numbers	to	determine	calls	to	block.	If	spam	calls	do	get	through,	you	can	add	the	offending	numbers	to	the	directory.	In	addition	to	adding	numbers,	these	devices	allow	you	to	create	lists	of	approved	numbers	and	set	up	"do	not	disturb"	hours,	where	all	calls	go	to	voicemail.	Of	course,	adding	and	blocking	every	single	spam	call
can	be	tedious.	If	you	want	to	avoid	that	altogether,	why	not	just	let	the	people	making	those	unwanted	calls	know	they	can't?	That's	where	the	Federal	Trade	Commission	(FTC)'s	National	Do	Not	Call	Registry	has	you	covered.	According	to	the	FTC,	the	Do	Not	Call	Registry	is	"a	list	that	tells	telemarketers	what	numbers	not	to	call."	Registering	your
number	is	free	and	all	you	need	to	do	is	visit	the	website	or	call	888-382-1222	to	sign	up.	Although	it	only	takes	24	hours	for	your	number	to	be	added,	it	can	take	up	to	31	days	for	the	unwanted	calls	to	stop.	Your	number	will	stay	on	the	Registry	as	long	as	it's	active	or	until	you	request	it	be	removed.	Since	the	FTC	has	no	power	to	block	your
number,	you	may	receive	calls	from	those	who	ignore	the	list.	If	you	still	get	spam	calls	and	you're	on	the	Do	Not	Call	Registry,	you	can	file	a	complaint	with	the	FTC.
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